September 21, 2011


Attendees: Cynthia Cute, Jesse Kraft, Adam Erbrecht, Ann Mallon, Dan Phillips, Dyan Schumack, Bridget Parr Cara Radoll, Becky Whitacre, Annemarie Mashos, Mary Breslin, Linda Remkes, Beth Donohue

Meeting called to order: 9:41

Minutes from June 13, 2011 approved.

Principal Report: Welcome & intro of Mr. Dan Philips and Mr. Adam Erbrecht our new Assistant Principals. Current enrollment is 914 which is lower than predicted. Patterns of Thinking specialists spent two days with PES staff with customized program.  DSRP methods of thinking used in several class rooms with face time observation. Goal this year…infuse instruction with these thinking skills. There will be a Principal Coffee with this focus.  Currently working on a Possible “Think Share” event this year. During school day, student share something they learned using mental models and talking through it similar to a Science Fair.  Advanced Math; EMIS, Elementary Math Sequence – county created resource for teacher differentiation, to take students that are ready in the classroom to a higher level of math.  A great resource for all PES teachers.  Family Heritage Night moving from the spring to Friday November 18th. Service Saturday April 21st. Working on date for a winterizing the courtyard.  Math and Tech Night will be April 26th.  Basketball Night against Eagle View May 18th.  CogAt Oct 17th,  NNAT November 14th. SOL’s most likely will be giving using an online version. More info to come. Test Data reviewed; State Accreditation, Annual Yearly Progress. Details available by contacting Mr. Kraft.  The request for spending that was approved last year for a Mac computer was denied by the county and will be used to purchase several I Pads instead. 

Staff Report: Request from first grade team to purchase Scholastic News $733 was approved pending the confirmation of using the grade level $600 stipend. 6th Grade Team requested additional money above their stipend, $5600 to attend Hemlock this Fall. With no time to fundraise and such a large expense over the grade level stipend, the request was denied but encouraged for next year with 5th grades possibly holding fundraisers to help minimize the cost.

Treasurer Report: Budget unanimously approved.

Committee Reports:

-Teacher Breakfast went very well

-Ice Cream Social was a success – next year more servings needed and additional offerings like popsicles or Italian ices for children who can’t have ice cream. A thank you poster was given to Woody Iced Cream for their donation.

-Back To School Night was great, all tables were well manned.

- Innisbrook Fundraiser is under way; orders have been slow coming in.  To date only $1600 in orders. Last day to order is next Friday. A reminder will go out in Tuesday folder and on the PES News.

-Chess Club starts October 3rd for 4, 5 & 6 graders.  Spring session will include 1, 2 & 3rd grades

-School Supplies sold out!

-Fall Book Fair – set up 11/2, Preview 11/3 & 4, 11/ 7 & 8 sales during teacher conferences, 11/9& 10 sales during Thanksgiving Lunch, 11/10 Family Night, 11/11 Clean up. Volunteers will be needed.

-Spirit Wear – backordered but should arrive in a week

-Membership – increase in funds raised do to increase in fee. Working on database

-Tear and Cheers – Approximately 35 parents attended, lots of leftovers which were shared with the teachers and much appreciated.

-Special Ed – First article in Panther Press.  First event will be Inclusion Week (12/5)

-Yearbook – process underway and going well

-Teacher Appreciation – a committee is being created and will work on monthly event possible starting 11/14 with a morning morsel and special treats in their mailboxes, etc.

-Courtyard – plans to build a Chinese Pagoda – plans and estimates for about $6-7,000 but should be much lower with volunteered labor.  Replace mulch walks with brick walkway. Garden Tea is asking PTA to head up a “Buy A Brick Program” to raise funds for walks…offer at Holidays. Plans for pond with additional power source will be needed. Whole Foods program to possibly sponsor a fundraising shopping day.

-Additional After School activities options discussed and referred to Mr. Kraft or the City of Fairfax whose programming is used by PES

-All Pro Dads program discussed but logistical difficulties need to be addressed.

-Special Ed Spending Request for 8 stability balls to be used in resource room. No stipend exists…spending was unanimously approved.

-Kindergarten Team spending request for 7 Easel boards totaling $1500.  Not approved pending more details and research.

-Flyer Designer needed…volunteer position to create PES Flyers

Meeting adjourned at 11:44

